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Give Them What They 
Want or Give Them 
What They Need?  
 
Michele Santamaría, 
Information Literacy Librarian 
Delaware County Community College 
Media, PA  
Problem & Hypothesis  
●Balance between IL objectives & 
instructor requests  
 
●Content approach (professor) vs. 
process-oriented approach 
(librarian)  
The Ideal IL vs. The Reality  





          --by way of -- 
Extensive collaboration  
 
 
  Constraints ranging 
from: time; type of 
assignment; where 









1) Essentialist characterization of 
teaching styles  
 
2) Other elephants in the room… 
 There was an “elephant in the room,” so to 
speak. 
Each faculty member’s teaching style went 
beyond a dualistic  “process” vs. “content” 
dichotomy. 
 
       
   
Ellison, Alicia.  “Positive Faculty/Librarian Relationships for Productive Research 
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Who are we in relation to the 
rest of the players?    
 
Tartas, Valerie and Nathalie Muller Mirza.  “Rethinking Collaborative Learning  
Through Participation in an Interdisciplinary Research Project:  Tensions and  
Negotiations as Key Points in Knowledge Production.”  Integrative  




& Mediation  
Collaboration 
Some Preliminary Solutions 
Both parties should articulate their teaching 
and research styles to one another. 
 
Discuss time constraints and be flexible with 
learning objectives. 
 
Factor in shared passion for student 
engagement .   
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